
February 3, 2025

薩田
VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS

6:30 p.m. Afte「 the PIedge ofA=egiance言he regular meeting ofthe V冊age Boa「d of

Trustees was ca=ed to orde「 by Mayor Behnken. A ro= ca= was answered aye by T「ustees

Feder, NewboId, PoIitsch, and Fitzgerald. Trustees Geppert and Kea「ns we「e absent, AIso

PreSent Were Chris Remick, Supe「intendent of Pu帥c Wo「ks and Tim Buehie「, Chief of

Poiice.

VISITORS

Edwin L. Cockre=, J「., Ma「k Schreder and Jason Bohannon

Edwin Cock「e=, Jr. suggested that the Board not dismiss the CDBG grant. He asked them

to reconsider帥ng the grant.

Cock「e= aIso suggested that elected o冊cials should not be making comments on social

media. He said they shouid hold thei「 positions to a highe「 standard.

Mark Schreder was present 「egarding the o「dinance fo「 the sto「age containe「s which was

going to be discussed late「"

Jason Bohannon was p「esent to observe.

READING THE JOURNA」 (MINU丁ES)

丁he minutes f「om the Janua「y 20, 2025 ReguIar Boa「d Meeting was presented to the Boa「d

fo「 approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Newbold, SeCOnded by Trustee PoIitsch, tO aPPrOVe the

minutes from the January 20, 2025, Reguia「 Boa「d Meeting. A vote was answered aye by

a= members present.

The minutes from the Janua「y 2, 2025 Special Boa「d Meeting was p「esented fo「 approva上

A motion was made by T「ustee Po=tsch, SeCOnded by Trustee Newboid, tO aPPrOVe the

minutes from the Janua「y 2, 2025 SpeciaI Boa「d Meeting. A vote was answe「ed aye by a=

members p「esent.

The minutes f「om the Janua「y 17, 2025 Committee ofthe Whole Meeting was p「esented to

the Board fo「 approval. Trustee Politsch questioned the bIacktop situation at 807

Spotsylvania St‥ Ch「is Remick stated that they w川wait unt旧he punch list is compiete fo「

the SpotsyIvania St. project to decide what wi= need to be done.

A motion was made by T「ustee PoIitsch, SeCOnded by T「ustee NewboId, tO aPPrOVe the

minutes f「om the Janua「y 17, 2025 Comm阻ee ofthe Whole Meeting. A vote was answe「ed

aye by a= members p「esent.
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REPORTS AND COMIVIUNICAT!ON

MAYOR

Mayo「 Behnken stated that he spoke with the v川age attomey regarding two d肝erent

PrOPe面es in town" 1105 M川St. was sold fo「 back taxes, butthe new buye「 backed out. The

V冊age couId get the property for $750,00 if inte「ested, The other property, 502 S. Johnson

St., has been abandoned. Taxes have not been paid in two years, We can凧e for

POSSeSSion ofthe property ifthe boa「d chooses. There was a discussion about the possible

COSt tO demo these prope巾es and it was mentioned that neighbo「s of both prope面es may

be interested in pu「chasing from the Vi=age,

Trustee Poiitsch mentioned that St. Clai「 County has helped with demoiition of p「ope巾es in

Othe「 communities, but she be=eves the prope面es must be in pubIic areas and we may

have missed the opportunity.

ViLLAGE CLERK

V冊age Clerk, Nancy R阻e「, uPdated the Boa「d on the credit card" She stated that she w冊be

doing a test this week to see ifit works and ifeverything is good’We Should be up and going

before the end of the month.

Ritte「 aiso noted that once she gets the credit ca「d system going, She w冊focus on getting

the direct deposit back in piace.

TREASURER,S TIME

The T「easu「e「 WaS nOt PreSent.

POLICE CH○EF

Chief Buehier subm批ed the activity iog fo「 January.

BuehIer noted that O冊ce「 Ber「y was honored at a VFW meeting fo「 deiivering a baby last

May.

Chief Buehie「 asked if he could purchase two bean bag 「洞es forthe department and use

the funds from the PoIice Savings Acct. Mayo「 Behnken suggested it be put on the agenda

at the next boa「d meeting to vote on.

SUPERiNTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUl」DiNGS

Superintendent Remick said that he orde「ed the mowe「 that was approved for the St" Ciai「

County Park G「ant. He ordered it f「Om Mascoutah Equipment.

Remick noted that they had two d肺erent wate「 b「eaks in Janua「y that resuited in an

estimated loss of 130,OOO ga=ons.

Remick also noted that he is going to taik to the V冊age Attomey 「egarding trimming trees.

He noted that our insurance said that we shouId not be t「imming our t「ees ifthey a「e

hanging ove「 someone else’s property unless the t「ee is dead o「 damaged. The p「OPerty

OWne「 may trim them if it is affecting their property.
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REPOR丁OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS

Nothing to 「eport.

FINANCE AND AUDI丁

The monthly bi=s were p「esented to the Audit Comm皿ee for review.

T「ustee Newbold stated that the committee 「eviewed the monthly b冊s and is recommending

the approvaI of a旧hat we「e subm批ed.

A motion was made by Trustee Newbold, SeCOnded by T「ustee Feder, tO aPP「OVe the

monthIy b川s as presented, A vote was answe「ed aye by a= members present,

WATER AND SEWER
Superintendent Remick stated that the g「it classifier at the sewe「 t「eatment plant has a ieak

and needs to be repai「ed, He 「eceived a quote f「om Basic lndust「ies that itwould be

between $1,500 and $4,000,

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzge「aId, SeCOnded by T「ustee Newboid, tO aPPrOVe the

「epairs to the grit classifier by Basic industries. A vote was answered aye by a= members

PreSent.

Remick stated that Ray Gregowitz, Who Iives on Mari Ln, had sewe「 backed up in his

basement due to a cIog on the V冊age’s side ofthe main, His insu「ance paid forthe

damages, Iess a $1 ,000 deductibIe. Mr. G「egowitz is requesting the V帥age pay his

deductibie, The Board advised Remick to te旧he owne「 that we do not pay insurance

deductibies,

PERSONNEL

Nothing to 「eport.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Nothing to 「eport-

CEMETERY

Nothing to report.

ORD看NANCE

O「dinance 2024-13 was p「esented again to the Boa「d fo「 approval. The o「dinance is

「ega「ding cargo sto「age containe「s.

A motion was made by T「ustee PoIitsch, SeCOnded by T「ustee Newbold工O aPPrOVe

O「dinance 2024-1 3.

Befo「e the finaI vote on the o「dinance, the「e was a discussion as to what exactly the

PaSSing of this o「dinance would mean. Some thought that it would mean that the containers

WOuid not be a=owed f「om this day forward and that the ones that are cu「rently in piace
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WOuld be g「andfathered in. The mayo「 said there wouid be none ofthem g「andfathered in.

丁he discussion, Which included Ma「k Sch「ede「, CauSed some concems as the「e was some

misunde「Standing of what exactIy it meant.

1t was decided to rescind the vote and to discuss again at the next Committee ofthe Whoie
Meeting on Feb「uary 24, 2025.

A motion was made by T「ustee Fede「, SeCOnded by T「ustee Newbold, tO tabie the vote on

Ordinance 2024-13 unt= the Board can discuss furthe「 at the Committee of the VVhole

Meeting on February 24, 2025. A vote was answe「ed aye by aii membe「S PreSent.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS

At the last Comm阻ee ofthe WhoIe Meeting, the Boa「d discussed the 2025 CDBG grant

application. 1t was decided not to制e the app=cation this year.

A motion was made by Trustee臼tzge「aid, SeCOnded by Trustee Fede「, tO nOt凧e the

application fo「 the 2025 CDBG g「ant. A vote was answered aye by a= membe「s p「esent.

T「ustee Politsch noted that the A「bo「 Day celebratjon w紺be on Apr= 26, 2025"

丁「ustee Politsch 「equested the Boa「d discuss the 「eplacement of three fire hyd「ants by the

SChooi at the next Comm批ee ofthe Whoie Meeting. She noted that they were p「eviously

toid that TiF funds could be used fo「this.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Nothing to 「eport.

MARINA

Nothing to 「eport.

REPORT OF SPECiAL COMMiTTEES

Nothing to 「eport.

COMMUNICATIONS〃 PETITIONS- RESOLUTIONS- ORDERS AND ORDINANCES

Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSiNESS

Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a mOtion was made by Trustee Fitzge「ald, SeCOnded by

T「ustee Newboid, tO adjoum the meeting at 7:21 p.m. A vote was answered aye by a=

members present.

Joe Behnken, ∨帥age President

Nancy Ritter, ∨川age CIerk


